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Susanville, CA 96130
(530)257-7262

August 15, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
~m-lyeo t~ay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth Street suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

][ attended a standing room only (both inside and outside) hearing last year in Chico. The
message delivered that night was overwhelming in numbers and voices that agriculture
needed to be protected in the Cal-Fed document. Urban and rural voices alike spoke to the
value of ag to our economy and landscape.

The Cal-Fed plan is flawed. I am disappointed that Cal-Fed and its agencies turned a deaf
ear to more than 1,000 representatives of agriculture who attended you 16 hearings last
year. Surface water storage was one of the main points of the message. With our rapidly
growing population in California, storage is the only way to accommodate that need.
Putting farmers out of production is not the answer.

I am writing to ask you to extend the time to read and comment on the final environmental
report released just July 21. I also believe Cal-l~ed should hold. public hearings on the plan,
so we who must be bound by it can understand how we fit in the plan.

Existing surface water rights must be respected. Agriculture cannot survive without water.

Sincerely,

Hannah Tangeman-Cheney
:.

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein Governor Gray DavisRep. Wally Herger
Senator Barbara Boxer Senator Tim Leslie Assemblyman Sam Aanastad
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